
MUSKEGON CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISION MINUTES 

PC-24-07 
October 14, 2024 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
  
Chairperson Bouwman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Bouwman, Hughes, Singerling, VandenBosch, Hower, Borushko, 
Hornak. 

 
Excused:  None 
 
Absent: None  
 
Also Present: Planner Werschem and 0 guests. 
 

 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Motioned by Hower supported by Singerling to approve the Agenda for the October 14, 
2024 Planning Commission meeting.  
  

Ayes:    Bouwman, Hughes, Singerling, VandenBosch, Hower, Borushko, Hornak. 
 
Nays:    None 
  
Motion carried. 
 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Motioned by Borushko supported by VandenBosch to approve the minutes from August 12, 2024. 
 

Ayes:     Bouwman, Hughes, Singerling, VandenBosch, Hower, Borushko, Hornak. 
 
Nays:     None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
 

Board Minutes August 5, 2024, August 19, 2024, September 3, 2024 and September 16, 
2024 reviewed. No comments. 
 
Staff Report acknowledged. 
 
Unfinished Business – None 
 
 

 



New Business –  

1. PC 24-10 - Termination of Conservation Easement Agreement 
 

A letter from the Supervisor explained 

Conversations continue regarding the potential sale of a parcel located in the 
industrial park. There are a few issues on our end regarding this property that 
we need to clear up. The first issue relates to the "wetland" designation on the 
site plan of the industrial park. The site plan was prepared by Johnson & 
Anderson and it was recorded with the register of deeds and is the only 
document we have where it is referred to as wetland. 

 
I contacted Randy Parrett, an engineer, employed with J&A at the time to see if 
he recalled why this particular plan refers to the parcel as wetland. Randy’s 
recollection was the environmental engineers suggesting it could be a wetland. 
Because of that suggestion, the State of Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality was asked to review the land. While looking further into the matter Brian 
was able to locate old messages between Don Aley and Dave Fisher indicating 
that the state did not deem it wetland. 
 
Additionally, we have found correspondence from 2006 between the Township 
and the Drain Commissioner’s office, indicating that since MDEQ did not accept 
the site as a wetland it was instead converted into a conservation easement via 
an agreement between the Township and the Township Planning Commission. 
The Township then entered into a 433 Drainage District agreement between the 
Township and the Drain Commissioner’s office establishing a county drain known 
as the P. Don Aley Industrial Drain. 
 
I am requesting a motion to terminate the conservation easement agreement 
between the Township and the Planning Commission. 
 
Termination will allow us to approach the Water Resource Commissioner 
(formerly known as the Drain Commissioner) when the time is right to determine 
the status of this drain and/or request termination of the 433 Agreement. You 
can see on page 38 the current Muskegon County Public Drain System Viewer 
considers this particular parcel as part of the Hurlbut drain which recently 
underwent an extensive expansion, which is hopefully a good indication of being 
able to move forward. 

  
Planner Werschem explained that the Township Board approved the termination at its 
meeting on September 16, 2024. The Board is requesting the Planning Commission to 
agree to the termination of the conservation easement. 
 

Motion by Hower, Second by Singerling to approve the termination and 

elimination of the conservation easement agreement with the Township 

Board for parcel 61-10-683-000-0000-00and authorize the chairman Greg 

Bouwman and Secretary Joseph Singerling to sign the agreement. 

 
 



Ayes:    Bouwman, Hughes, Singerling, VandenBosch, Hower, Borushko,     
Hornak. 

 
Nays:    None 

  

Motion carried. 

Public Comments: None 
 
Announcements: None  

 
Next Planning Commission meeting will be November 6, 2024.  

 

Motion by Hower supported by Hornak to adjourn the meeting at 6:08 p.m.  
 

Ayes:     Bouwman, Hughes, Singerling, VandenBosch, Borushko, Hornak 
 
Nays:     None 
 
Motion Carried 

 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 

 
Joseph Singerling 
Secretary 


